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Number: 53445117 Excerpt: . . . as calculated by the Bureau of Labor Statistics ( BLS ). ACF PIR data reported by
grantees included the average Head Start full-time teacher salaries earned annually, regardless of the number
of months worked during the year. Salaries reported by the BLS for preschool and kindergarten teachers were
estimated average annual wages, based on employer responses to a BLS survey. BLS does not distinguish
between full-and part-time workers and assumes that all work 2, 080 hours annually ( which is a 40 hour work
week for 1 year ). Finally, we analyzed the U. S. Department of Education data from the Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data System ( IPEDS ) to determine the number of schools offering programs in early
childhood education and similar fields for years 1998-2000 and the number of programs completed by students
in those areas of study for the same time period. While we took steps to determine that the PIR data were
sufficiently reliable for this report, we did not independently verify the data provided by the grantees. We
conducted our work between February and September 2003 in accordance with generally accepted
government auditing standards. Appendix | provides more details on our scope and methodology. On the basis
of ACF data, Head Start appeared to meet the 1998 mandate Results in Brief requiring at least 50 percent of
Head Start teachers nationwide to have, at a minimum, an associate degree by September 30, 2003, but it is not
known if all classrooms in Head Start centers had at least one teacher with at least the minimum credentials
required by statute. About 52 percent of Head Start teachers nationwide had at least an associate degree in...
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