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Excerpt: . . . An Assessment of Frameworks Useful for Public Land Recreation Planning sources of adverse
impacts; it imposes a requirement that in the presence of uncer-tainty, extreme caution be exercised in any
intervention ( Cooney and Dickson 2005 ). Because of an increasing recognition of the limits of contemporary
science in efforts to manage at larger spatial and longer time scales and of the need to look at secondary and
tertiary effects of any action, the ability to foresee such adverse consequences is almost always problematic.
The practical effect of the precaution-ary principle then often becomes one that restricts interventions or
experimentation until such time that enough is known. Coupled with the restrictive legal environ-ment, the
ideology of the precautionary principle has created a situation in which risk-aversion has become the norm,
and maintenance of the status quo often dominates decisionmaking ( even though the concept of a no action
alternative is not without a host of its own risks, consequences, and impacts ). With regard to recreation
planning and management, decisions about develop-ment of overnight facilities, access systems ( e. g. , trails,
roads, and bridges ) and other supporting tourism facilities often raise questions concerning possible im-pacts
on endangered species habitat or aquatic and riparian environments. Often, the inclination is to avoid
undertaking any action that might result in any adverse impact. Either actively or passively discouraging
recreation use in riparian zones, for example, is justified on the grounds that such restrictions effectively
preserve key habitat, even if evidence of any adverse...
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