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illustrated. 1870 edition. Excerpt: . .. to set forth a legitimate complaint which | have against some of the English
hotels. | got in one night lately into famous cathedral city, and resorted to an hotel which said all good things in
favour of itself in the pages of Bradshaw. They say that self-praise is no recommendation, but this is a mistake,
for when you want a recommendation and none is forthcoming, you are ready toadopt a mans estimate of
himself. | really thought, however, that my host had underpraised himself, for | was shown into a most
luxurious room; a cheerful fire was blazing; the papers were lying about; there was an air of the utmost
comfort and domesticity everywhere. The room was pretty full of gentlemen, woll-dressed, well-mannered,
acute, cheerful, and intelligent. There was not a touch of superciliousness about the waiters, who were evidently
anxious to make all their guests comfortable and perfectly at home. | felt pleasantly thawed by tho quiet
influences around me, took sherry and soda, reposed on an easy couch, ordered a light supper, and caught up
fragments of fresh, hearty, and original talk, which pleased me greatly. | noticed a number of packages lying
about this large, handsome room. The men, with all their pleasant, unaffected ways, had a little too much
keenness about them--an unrest evidenced also by a number of Bradshaws lying about. | soon found out that
they wero commercial travellers, and | only trust they had as good...
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